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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Regarding Claim 1: 

"a compressor which compresses inputted job data every block into " is not 

proper. The examiner suggests changing to: 

"a compressor which compresses every block of inputted job data into " 

Similarly, Claim 8 is objected. to as well. Appropriate correction is required. 



2. Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word 'hob' 
should be 'job'. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-6 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ishikawa et al. (US 5,838,833). 



Application/Control Number: 10/801,568 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding Claim 1 : 

A data processing apparatus, comprising: 

a compressor (Image Compression Device 1 in Figure 3; Column 8, lines 4-10) 
which compresses inputted job data every block (Column 8, lines 13-19; See Block 
Allocating Circuit 22 and Second Block Allocating Circuit 23 in Figure 3) into 
compressed data (FIG. 6 is a flow chart of the compression process performed in the 
image compression device); 

a memory which stores the compressed data every block (Image Memory 21 in 
Figure 3; Column 8, lines 11-12); and 

a controller (Area Discriminating Circuit 24 in Figure 3) which sets a size of the 
block of the data to be compressed every block by said compressor depending on an 
attribute of the data (e.g., Column 12, lines 9-11). 

Regarding Claim 2: 

The data processing apparatus as recited in claim 1 , further comprising an 
attribute discriminator for discriminating the attribute of the data (Area Discriminating 
Circuit 24; e.g., Column 8, lines 45-49). 

Regarding Claim 3: 

The data processing apparatus as recited in claim 1 , wherein said controller sets 
the size of the block depending on the attribute of the data into a size of a page unit or a 
size of a divisional unit which is a size obtained by dividing the size of the page unit by 
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plural numbers (e.g., Column 12, lines 9-11). 
Regarding Claim 4: 

The data processing apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein said memory stores 
the compressed data and a management table, and wherein said controller sets the 
size of the block based on a total capacity of the compressed data and a management 
table and a capacity of the memory (Column 7, lines 8-11). 

Regarding Claim 5: 

The data processing apparatus as recited in claim 1 , wherein the data attribute is 
color or monochrome (Column 4, lines 10-19). 

Regarding Claim 6: 

The data processing apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the attribute of the 
data is binary data or multi-valued data (e.g., Column 7, lines 39-47). 

Regarding Claim 8: . 
A data processing method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a size of a block of data (The program code or device which enables the 
Area Discriminating Circuit 24 in Figure 3 to set the size of a block of data) to be 
compressed every block by a compressor depending on an attribute of the data (The 
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program code or device which performs the function described in Column 8, lines 42- 
49); 

compressing data of an inputted job (FIG. 6 is a flow chart of the compression 
process performed in the image compression device)into the set size of the block by the 
compressor (The program code or device which enables Image Compression Device 1 
in Figure 3 to perform the function described in Column 8, lines 4-10); and 

storing the compressed data (The program code or device which enables Image 
Memory 21 in Figure 3 to store compressed data; Column 8, lines 11-12) into a memory 
every block (Column 8, lines 13-19; See Block Allocating Circuit 22 and Second Block 
Allocating Circuit 23 in Figure 3). 

Regarding Claim 9: 

The data processing method as recited in claim 8, further comprising a step of 
performing attribute discrimination for discriminating the attribute of the data (Area 
Discriminating Circuit 24; e.g., Column 8, lines 45-49). 

Regarding Claim 10: 

The data processing method as recited in claim 8, wherein the size of the block is 
set depending on the attribute of the data into a size of a page unit or a size of a 
divisional unit which is a size obtained by dividing the size of the page unit by plural 
numbers (e.g., Column 12, lines 9-11). 
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Regarding Claim 11: 

The data processing method as recited in claim 8, wherein the memory stores 
the compressed data and a management table, and the size of the block is set based 
on a total capacity of the compressed data and the management table and a capacity of 
the memory (The program code or device which performs what is described in Column 
7, lines 8-11). 

Regarding Claim 12: 

The data processing method as recited in claim 8, wherein the attribute of the 
data is color or monochrome (The program code or device which enables what is 
described in Column 4, lines 10-19). 

Regarding Claim 13: 

The data processing method as recited in claim 8, wherein the attribute of the 
data is binary data or multi-valued data (e.g., The program code or device which 
enables what is described in Column 7, lines 39-47). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ishikawa et al. in view of Barnsley et al. (5,065,447). 

Regarding Claim 7 and similar Claim 14: 

Ishikawa et al. discloses all of the limitations recited in Claims 1 and 8. 

However, Ishikawa et al. does not disclose expressly wherein the attribute of the 
data is a FAX/copy job or another job other than the FAX/copy job. 

Barnsley et al. discloses wherein the attribute of the data is a FAX/copy job or 
another job other than.the FAX/copy job (Column 2, lines 51-58). 

Ishikawa et al. & Barnsley et al. are combinable because they are from the same 
field of endeavor of processing digital data, e.g., image compression. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use the fax of Barnsley et al. in the image compression method of 
Ishikawa et al. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would be to increase processing speed, 
take less storage, and reduce transmission cost (Barnsely et al.; Column 1, lines 50-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the fax of Barnsley et al. with 
the image compression method of Ishikawa et al. to obtain the invention as specified in 
claims 7 and 14). 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Suzuki et al. (US 7,130,072) discloses a multifunction 
multifunction system applicable to a copying apparatus or a printer, automatic switching 
of an image processing method and a compression/expansion method for each 
compressed packet image 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neil R. McLean whose telephone number is 571. 
270.1679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30AM- 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571.272.7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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